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thing you can use. This bill, like the other
ones, was largely written by local officials tell-
ing us what should be in the bill. So I do
not want this to be a political issue; I do not
want this to be a partisan issue. I tried to
do this in a very straightforward way, based
on what those of you who labor in this vine-
yard every day told me was the right thing
to do.

So I hope that you will help us do that,
continue to make progress on meth, continue
to make progress on money laundering. I as-
sure you we will review your plan and your
recommendations very closely. And again, let
me say I also hope you will help us remind
the people in your communities that if we
want our kids to be drug-free, we’ve got to
work hard to send the right signals.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:30 a.m. on the
State Floor at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Mayor Paul Helmke of Fort Wayne,
IN, and Mayor Richard M. Daley of Chicago,
president, U.S. Conference of Mayors.

Proclamation 7005—National
Maritime Day, 1997
May 21, 1997

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
Throughout America’s history—from the

Revolutionary War to today’s global chal-
lenges—our United States Merchant Marine
has fulfilled its mission with patriotism and
efficiency, transporting our Nation’s cargoes
in times of both peace and conflict. Our Mer-
chant Marine has shown its mettle time and
again during major United States military en-
gagements, proving to be a crucial compo-
nent in support of our Armed Forces’ efforts
to protect our national interests and defend
our freedom. Today, we salute these skilled
civilian seafarers, who continue to distinguish
their profession and demonstrate their com-
mitment to America’s security through their
unwavering support of our troops abroad in
both peacekeeping and humanitarian oper-
ations.

History has taught us how important a na-
tion’s flag presence is on the high seas. Heed-
ing the lessons of the past, the Congress and
I reaffirmed our pledge for a strong U.S.-
flag fleet when I signed into law the Maritime
Security Act of 1996. This legislation sets the
course for America’s Merchant Marine into
the 21st century, sustaining a strong sealift
capability and bolstering national security.
The Act will strengthen American maritime
and allied industries, while energizing our ef-
forts to further stimulate the economy
through trade and commerce.

As we look to the challenges of the future,
we recognize the continuing importance of
our U.S. domestic maritime fleet to the
maintenance of our Nation’s commercial and
defense maritime interests. I commend the
merchant mariners whose unstinting service
has helped maintain both our domestic and
our international U.S. fleets.

In recognition of the importance of the
U.S. Merchant Marine, the Congress, by a
resolution approved May 20, 1933, has des-
ignated May 22 of each year as ‘‘National
Maritime Day’’ and has authorized and re-
quested the President to issue annually a
proclamation calling for its observance.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
do hereby proclaim May 22, 1997, as Na-
tional Maritime Day. I urge all Americans
to observe this day with appropriate pro-
grams, ceremonies, and activities and by dis-
playing the flag of the United States at their
homes and in their communities. I also re-
quest that all ships sailing under the Amer-
ican flag dress ship on that day.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this twenty-first day of May, in the
year of our Lord nineteen hundred and nine-
ty-seven, and of the Independence of the
United States of America the two hundred
and twenty-first.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register 8:45
a.m., May 22, 1997]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on May 23.
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Remarks at a Democratic Senatorial
Campaign Committee Reception
May 21, 1997

Thank you very much. Senator Kerrey,
thank you so much for what you said. I cer-
tainly hope someone taped that; I may need
it later. [Laughter] Thank you, Senator
Torricelli, for your tireless efforts, your great
energy. I thank all the other Senators who
are here from our party. I have seen Senators
Harkin, Dodd, Mikulski, Breaux, and Rocke-
feller. I’m sure I’ve missed someone. Who
else is here? Senator Graham, Bryan. Bump-
ers is not here, is he? Dale Bumpers came
to a fundraiser? My Senator is here. Give
him a hand. [Applause] That’s great. [Laugh-
ter]

Anyway, I want to say a special word of
appreciation to Senator Daschle, who took
on the leadership of our party and the Senate
at a difficult time. And I think that every sin-
gle Member of the United States Senate
would have to say that he has performed with
incredible skill and discipline and leadership
and humanity. And we are very grateful to
him.

Ladies and gentlemen, I thank you for
being here tonight. I’m here because I want
to see the Democrats who are running for
reelection win. I want to see Senator Biden
have a chance to chair the Judiciary Commit-
tee. I want Senator Hollings—I know he’s
here—to be reelected, and Senator Boxer,
Senator Murray, Senator Carol Moseley-
Braun.

I’m here because even though we have had
occasional well-publicized disagreements,
the last time I checked, the Democratic Con-
gress has supported me more frequently than
the Democrats supported my last three
Democratic predecessors. So I am very
grateful for the partnership that we have had.
It means a lot to me, and I thank them for
that.

And I’m here because I wanted to tell all
of you who contributed to us so that we could
all be here tonight, I am proud of you. You
are doing what it takes to make the American
political system work. And you ought to be
proud of yourselves, because if it hadn’t been
for you a lot of us would not be here doing
the things which have been done to advance

the cause of the American people. And I
hope you will always be proud to be here
among your friends who agree with you and
who are trying to move this country forward.
And thank you, Dale Chihuly, for your sup-
port and your artistic gifts to all of us. God
bless you, sir.

Ladies and gentlemen, for almost 41⁄2
years now we have worked hard to lead this
country into a new century with a different
way of governing America. In 1992, our
country was drifting and divided, and I had
a new idea: that we could bring the American
people together and move us forward if we
thought about what it would take to essen-
tially preserve the American dream for every-
one in the 21st century. Opportunity for all,
responsibility from all, everybody is part of
our community and we’re prepared to lead
the world toward peace and freedom and
prosperity. A very simply program.

At the time, Democrats had had a hard
time commending national trust because
people said, well, we couldn’t be trusted be-
cause we’d spend every dollar we got our
hands on; we couldn’t be trusted with the
deficit; we couldn’t be trusted to manage the
economy; we couldn’t be trusted with de-
fense; we couldn’t be trusted with foreign
policy; we couldn’t be trusted with crime.
You remember all that whole litany that our
friends on the other side used to say about
us.

Well, now we have 41⁄2 years of experi-
ence. Yes, we’re going to pass a balanced
budget plan; but don’t you forget, 77 percent
of the work has been done, done entirely by
Democrats who voted in 1993 for the eco-
nomic program that represented the philoso-
phy the voters ratified in 1992. And we were
right, and that’s why we can balance the
budget today and continue to invest in our
country and move us forward.

Senator Daschle talked about a record
number of new jobs. We’ve also got the low-
est employment rate in 24 years, the lowest
inflation in 30 years, the highest business in-
vestment in 35 years. And here’s something
important to Democrats, the biggest decline
in inequality in incomes of working families
in over three decades. That’s what we came
here to do; that’s what we’re doing; and that’s
what we’re going to do more of if you help


